In the course of half a century or more we have to pass through much that is apt to make our hearts unclean, but if we allow ourselves to be defiled, we are lost, however grand our outside may appear to our own and to others' ignorant admiration. Gilded tombs: marble and gold without, corruption within !
The soul muSt not be tainted by what it touches, and to prevent this is in the power of our own will. Who could hope to achieve greater power and glory than the four great Caliphs of Islam ? Yet with all their power and glory they did not degenerate into mere worldly monarchs-They did not sit on a throne, but on the bare Steps of the 4nosque, where power and grandeur ^crouched at their feet. The spoils of conquered kingdoms lay before their eyes as so much gilded duSt which their souls never Stooped to claim as their own. Can their followers afford to forget this?
IMITATION
The weak love to imitate the Strong; and imitation is a kind of homage, an acknowledgment of another's superiority. It muSt be in-Stinftive in man, since it is seen in the child. It is not only the individual that comes under its influence, but aggregates of men, communities and nations seem to be drawn by its fascination. Manners, fasttions, institutions (and constitutions) are begged, borrowed or Stolen, if not for the very sake of imitation, at any rate for gaining
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